Testing the Son of God 
Hypothesis 


Robert Luk 
“... Seek and You will Find ...” (Matthew 7:7) 
(A Farewell Talk in 2024) 


What is the biggest research question? Is there God? Why is this the biggest question? 
Can we be certain that God exists? How can we show God exists scientifically? Why the 
Son of God hypothesis? Why not the God hypothesis? Are there any supernatural 
phenomena? Can we believe in miracles? Do we have to believe in miracles? What is 
wrong with miracles in ancient times? Are there any evidence for miracles in recent 
times? Can we stop doubting? When do we stop doubting and believe? What do we 
actually believe? Do we believe half-heartedly? Can we shed some light on these 
questions? 


A Series of Questions... 


e What is the biggest research question? 

e Why the Son of God hypothesis? 

e Why do we prove an existential statement? 
e Is there an after life? 

e Why can we not be certain? 

e What are the evidence for the Son of God? 


e How certain are you that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God? 


What is the biggest question? 


e Does God exist? 
e Is this the biggest question? 
e Why is it the biggest question? 
e Is it because it has the biggest impact to everybody? 
e What impact does it have? 


e If we believe in the Christian God, then we have a +ve infinite expected 
payoff; if we don’t believe, then we have a -ve infinite expected pay off 


e This is the Pascal Wager 


Believe Joyful Eternal Life Cost of Doing Church Service 


Not Believe Eternal Torment No Cost 


e Therefore, whether we believe in Christianity, we have an infinite payoff 
(+ve or -ve); Do we know how to choose? 


e Pascal Wager applies to all Gods, so believe in all Gods? But some God 
claims to be the most powerful and demand to only worship that God 


e What about believing in God that you don’t really believe? Sincere belief? 
e So, the God saute is the biggest question that demands an 
answer (according to the Pascal Wager) 
e Note that | am not a baptized Christian 


Approaching the God Hypothesis 


e How should we answer and test the God 
hypothesis? 

e One approach is to answer it directly in a top-down 
fashion 


e Philosophers and theologians have been trying this 
way with arguments for and against the existence 
of God 


e Scientists (like Meyer) also tried to answer this 
directly 


Arguments for/against the 
Existence of God 


e Arguments for 
e Aquinas’ Five Ways 
e Cosmological argument 
e Ontological argument 
e Argument from design 
e Etc. 


e Arguments against 
e The omnipotence paradox 
e The omniscience paradox 
e The problem of evil 
e The problem of divine immutability 
e Etc. 


e The two lists go on! See Wikipedia on Existence of God 


Problems with the top-down 
approach... 


e Even if we have established that God exists, we 
have to establish which religion we are talking 
about... 


e There are many religions in the world 


e We need to examine each religion one-by-one and 
determine which God that we should believe in 


e What criteria should we evaluate which God is 
worth believing in? 


e These are controversial subjects that lead to more 
debates... 


Indirect Approach 


e Another approach is to focus on testing the Son of 
God hypothesis 

e Then, work backwards to implicate that God exists 
because otherwise the Son of God would be Son of 
Nothing if there is no God (i.e., it does not make 
sense) 

e So, what is the Son of God hypothesis? 

e The hypothesis is that “Jesus Christ is the Son of God” 


e So, who is Jesus Christ and what is the Son of God? 


Who is Jesus Christ? 


e Jesus Christ is Jesus of Nazareth who existed over 
2,000 years ago 
e Son of Mary and Joseph 
e Who was crucified 


e Was there Jesus of Nazareth over 2,000 years ago? 


e Bible as a source to support the existence of Jesus of 
Nazareth 


e Josephus: a Roman-Jewish historian 

e Tacitus: a Roman historian and senator 
e Other extra-biblical sources... 

e Archeological findings 


e See http://www.youtube.com/watch 2v=A41Tm5FDKns 


What is the Son of God? 


God is spirit 
A spirit emerges with another spirit who is called the son of the original spirit 


The emergence is unknown to human beings, the emergence occurs before 
creation (spacetime?), and the emergence is different from creation 


The original spirit is called the Father 

The other spirit is called the Son of God 

And more spirit is emerged, who is called the Holy Spirit 
These spirits share the same will and their unity is called God 


These spirits have their own thoughts, feelings, etc. so they are like different 
persons 


The Father and the Holy Spirit are spirits 
The Son of God because He incarnates to become human has a body and soul 


A human has a spirit, a soul and a body according to scripture. Since Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and He is human, He has all three. However, His spirit 
is the spirit that emerges from the Father and inherits the power of the 
Father. That is why He is called Son of God who can perform miracles. 


In summary, that is the Holy Trinity as | know it. 


What is the Son of God? 


The Son of God is a title that can easily be understood by 
ae Gentiles. That is why it is being used to describe Jesus 
rist 


Jesus Christ has other titles like the Messiah which is easily 
understood by the Jews 
e Jews think the Messiah is like King David who would lead them to 


victories over the enemies of Jews, but Jesus Christ is doing 
something that they do not understand: die on the cross instead 


However, during Jesus Christ walking on earth before the 
resurrection, claiming to be the Messiah or the Son of God 
would cause troubles particularly with the Jewish religious 
leaders like the Pharisees 


That is why Jesus Christ did not make such claims publicly 
before 


Instead, He used the title Son of Man before the 
resurrection. 


Did Jesus Christ claim to be the 
Son of God or Messiah? 


In Luke’s Gospel, he was indicated to be the Messiah by Simone 


In John’s Gospel, Jesus Christ told the Samarian woman that He 
was the Messia 


In the Gospels after the discovery of the empty tomb (implicating 
the resurrection), Jesus Christ was referred to as the Son of God 


In Luke’s Gospel, the angel told Mary that her child would be the 
Son of Go 


In Luke’s, John’s and Matthew’s Gospels, the demons called Jesus 
the Son of God 


In Matthew’s Gospel, Simon Peter says to Jesus that He is the Son 
of the living God and Jesus did not deny it 


After the transfiguration, a voice (presumably from the Father) 
said that He (Jesus) is my beloved Son (of God). So, God indicated 
that Jesus is the Son of God 


And more... 


Showing Jesus is the Son of God 
by the Bible? 


e Can we rely on the Bible to substantiate the claim 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God? 


e Is the Bible a reliable source? 


e Is the Bible the only source of evidence (i.e., 
testimonies) that we can get? 


e What other sources of evidence are there? 


e If there are other sources of evidence, how can we 
combine the evidence to make a decision to test 
whether the Son of God hypothesis is true or not? 


Why do we test hypothesis? 


e We cannot be sure with 100% certainty that Jesus Christ is or is not 
the Son of God 


e Why we cannot be 100% certain? 


Because we do not have a proof like in mathematics 
Even if we have a proof, we need to assume the axioms are true 
Can we be sure that the axioms are true like God exists is true with certainty? 


Can we have a clever argument to establish the hypothesis without the need 
to test it? 


If there is a clever, ee that all would accept, it would have 
been likely to be discovered by now as many people have argued for an 
against the existence of God (See Wikipedia on the existence of God) 
Whenever an argument is advanced, doubts can be advanced and there is no 


end to the argument. The question is when do we stop doubting. When the 
doubting is contrived we stop, but when is it considered to be contrived? 


e Usually, we are only X% certain where X is between 0 and 100 
excluding 0 and 100 


e If itis X%, how can we decide to accept the hypothesis? 


e The convention in science to accept or reject hypotheses is that X is 
greater than 95 or less than 5 


So what is the hypothesis? 


e The null hypothesis, HO: 
e Jesus Christ is NOT the Son of God 


e The alternative hypothesis, H1: 
e Jesus Christ is the Son of God 


e We need to find the probability that the hypothesis is true: 
e p(HO is true) or p(HO) 


e By the law of the excluded middle: 
* p(HO) = 1- p(H1) 


e However, these are the prior probabilities for someone who 
does not know who Jesus Christ is 
¢ So, p(HO) is almost one or p(H1) is almost zero 


e What we want is the probability of H1 given the evidence, E, 
i.e. p(H1 | E1, E2, ..., En) 


e By the law of the syuded middle, we also have: 
° p(H1 | E1, E2, ..., En) = 1 - p(HO | E1, E2, ..., En) 


e Now focus on getting p(HO | E1, E2, ..., En) 


How to compute p(HO| E1,E2,...,En)°? 


e According to Mackie (1982), religion is predicated on miracles 


e If there is a religion that does not have any miracles, would you 
subscribe to that religion? 


e Therefore, we will look for miracles related to H1 


e |f there is a miracle, M, related to Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, then M implicates H1 (M => H1) 


e If there are more than one miracle, what do we do? 


e If any one of the miracles is true, then H1 would be true: 
e If there exists i, such that Mi is true, then H1 is true 
e Alternatively, HO is true implies for all i, Mi is false...(S1) 


e How do we know whether a miracle is true or not? 
e Can we be certain that a miracle is true or not? 


e We cannot be certain, so we use probability, i.e. p(Mi is true) 
or p(Mi) 


Probability of a miracle 


e p(Mi) is the prior probability that a miracle is true 


e What we want is the probability of a miracle, Mi, is true 
given the evidence, Ei, so that we have, i.e. 
e p(Mi | Ei) 
e By (S1), p(HO| Ei) = p(not M1, not M2,..., not Mn | Ei) 
e Here we assume that “not Mi” is conditionally independent 
from Ej for i not equals to j so that 
° Pere = p(not M1| Ei) p(not M2] Ei)x...xp(not Mi | Ei)x...x p(not Mn 
l 


e Now miracle Mi being false is independent from evidence Ej 
for i not equals to j, so that 
e p(HO|Ei) = p(not M1) p(not M2)x...xp(not Mi | Ei)x...x p(not Mn) 


° Mon, the prior probability p(not Mi) is approximately one so 
tnat 


e p(HO|Ei) ~ p(not Mi | Ei)...(S2) 


Combining the evidence 


Let us consider the simple case of combining three pieces of 
evidence and afterwards we generalize the result 
Let us rewrite p(HO|E1,E2,E3) by Bayes’ rule 
e = p(E1,E2,E3|HO) p(HO) / p(E1,E2,E3) 
o Ine E1, E2 and E3 are conditionally independent of HO, we 
ave 
e p(HO|E1,E2,E3) = p(E1] HO)p(E2|HO)p(E3|HO) p(HO) / p(E1,E2,E3) 
We assume that the evidence are independent of each other 
° p(HO|E1,E2,E3) = p(E1|HO)p(E2 | HO)p(E3|HO)p(HO) / p(E1)p(E2)p(E3) 
By the definition of conditional probability, 
° p(HO|E1,E2,E3) = p(HO|E1)p(HO|E2)p(HO|E3) / [p(HO)p(HO)] 
By (S2), 
e p(HO|E1,E2,E3) = p(not M1] E1)p(not M2|E2)p(not M3] E3) / [p(HO)p(HO)] 
In general, 
e p(HO|E1,E2,...,En) = p(not M1] E1)p(not M2|E2) x...x p(not Mn |En) / p(H0)™t 


Obtaining p(Mi | Ei) 


Cannot directly assign ener Mi | Ei) but we can assign p(Mi| Ei) 
since Ei is the evidence for the miracle 


Next, we note that p(not Mi] Ei) = 1 — p(Mi| Ei) 


However, Mi refers to a miracle type and Ei refers to an 
evidence type 


Since the individual miracles may be dependent, we pick the 
maximum probability instead of adding them: 
e p(Mi| Ei) = max; { p(M;,|E;,) } where M, , is the j-th miracle of the i-th 
T type and E; is'the j-th piece of evidence of the i-th miracle 
y 
For example, a Eucharistic miracle type has a series of 
Eucharistic miracles in 700AD, 1992AD, 1994AD and 1996AD, 
so there are 4 individual miracles each with its own evidence. 
Therefore, the probability of the Eucharistic miracle type given 
the evidence type is: 


j P(Meucharistic ae type 
Eucharsitic Miracle, j 


| E eucharsitic Miracle aie) = MaXj-1..4 { P(Meucharistic Miracle, j | 


Assigning Subjective Probability 


° ASSIN p(M;;|E;;) based on the following verbal scale: 


Certain mode occurrence corresponding to 100% subjective probability similar to the 
strong theist position in Dawkin’s theistic milestone; 

e De facto miracle occurrence corresponding to 90%-99% subjective probability similar to 
the de facto theist position in Dawkin’s theistic milestone; 

e Confident miracle occurrence corresponding to 80%-89% subjective probability; 

e Reasonably confident miracle occurrence corresponding to 70%-79% subjective 
probability; 

e Not so confident miracle occurrence corresponding to 60%-69% subjective probability; 

e Leaning towards miracle occurrence corresponding to 51%-59% subjective probability 
similar to leaning towards theism position in Dawkin’s theistic milestone; 

e Do not know whether miracle occurred or not corresponding to 50% subjective 
probability similar to the completely impartial position in Dawkin’s theistic milestone; 


e Similarly for the absence of the miracle 


e Dawkin’s milestones correspond to some of our verbal 
scale 


e De facto miracle occurrence corresponds to 90%, 95% 
and 99% confidence levels in statistics 


What is a miracle? 


e We do not need to believe in miracles categorically 
e Instead, assigning a subjective probability based on 
the verbal scale 


e You assign a lower bound of the probability to be 
conservative so that you feel sure about the assignment 


e But what is a miracle? 
e Some event due to supernatural causes 
e What is supernatural? 


e Outside the natural world 


e What is the natural world? 
e 4 dimensions of spacetime? 


What is a miracle? (Cont.) 


e String theory suggests that there are more than 4 
dimensions 
e One type suggests 11 dimensions 


e Supernatural phenomena exist in the higher 
dimensions and our natural world phenomena exist 
in the lower three or four dimensions? 

e If we can interact with the supernatural phenomena in 


the higher dimensions, then our natural world is 
enlarged 


e But string theory is not a scientific theory yet 
because it lacks evidence to support it 


Supernatural phenomena 


e Is there supernatural phenomena? 
e This is an existential statement or question, so we only need 
one existence occurrence, then the statement is true 
e Near-death experience (NDE) suggests the existence of 
supernatural phenomena 


e Patient experiencing out of body experience (OBE) in an NDE 
remembers 12 digit serial number of a ventilator machine 


e Patient in NDE discovered a quarter coin on an 8 foot high 
cardiac monitor 


e Patient in NDE saw a shoe on the roof top of another building 


e Can NDE cause the natural world to change? 
e If not, the patient cannot remember the events in NDE 


Supranatural phenomena (Cont.) 


e Research in reincarnation by lan Stevenson (A Psychiatrist 
in the University of Virginia) 
e Over 2,500 cases in 40 years 


e Documented subjects’ statements and then identified the 
deceased persons and verified some facts of the 
deceased persons’ life such as matching birth marks, birth 
defects, wounds and scars (autospys photographs) 


e Also, looked at reincarnations for Europeans 


e Reincarnation causes subjects to memberize events in 
one life and carry on the another life (supernatural) 


e Or reincarnation is due to possessed state of existence 
which also suggest supernatural origin (so there are 
spirits) 


Breaking Natural Law? 


e Do these supernatural phenomena break the natural laws in 
science? 


e How can natural laws be broken if they are supposed to be true 
and verified by scientific experiments: 


e Natural laws in science are usually universal statements 
e E.g. Newton’s second law: F=mxa 


e Logically it is: For all mass m and for all accelerations a, F is equal to m 
times a 


e How can we prove universal statements are true? 
e We cannot if we have finite resources 
e We only sample reality and get evidence (or examples) to support that 
the universal statements are true 
e Because it is supposed to be always true, that is why we random sample 
e That is why people repeat the experiments to see if the physical law is true! 
e That is why scientists carry out hypothesis testing 
e Science does not prove that the physical laws are true! 
e So most of the time the natural laws are true but sometimes! 


Die-hard skeptics 


Some believe the natural laws cannot be broken and think 
there can never be any miracles (like David Hume?) 


Instead, they doubt the miracles or the evidence of the miracles 


Even if they cannot doubt it any further, they would say science 
will explain the supernatural phenomena later as science 
advances! 


e So, we have to wait but the die-hard skeptics do not tell us how long to 
wait before they accept the miracle is true 


That is vay it is laa e to get some people to believe 
categorically that there are miracles 
e So, we have to assign subjective probabilities instead 


Likewise, we won't find a definitive case to believe because if it 
exists, then everybody would believe 
e We are going to get cases with alternative explanations so you have to 
make a judgment on what probabilities to assign 
e Alternative explanations do not imply naturalistic ones are most likely 
as supernatural explanations about the existence of Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God need to be discounted by ALL evidence as we are dealing 
with existential statements and not universal statements 


Miracles or Evidence of Miracles 


e Supernatural beings provide miracles and not 
necessary directly the evidence of the miracles 


° E.g., The blessed virgin Mary provided the miracle of the 
sun and people took photographs as evidence of the 
miracle 


e People collect the evidence of miracles 


e How good the evidence depends on the people and 
not the supernatural being alone 


° If people do not collect evidence, we are only left 
with eye-witness testimonies... 


A Miracle that Everybody Believes 


e Why doesn’t God provide a miracle so that 
everybody believes in God? 


e We still have die-hard skeptics who refuse that there 
are miracles 


e After the miracles, people only left with evidence or 
testimonies, and people may doubt that there were 
miracles 


° E.g., parting of the red sea is a great miracle in exodus but 
do people believe it now? 


e God may not want to coerce people to believe that 
there is God (we are being tested) 


e How can we have free will to believe in God if God is 
present all the time? 


Miracles only for Believers 


e Atheists complain that miracles are only for 
believers 
e Saint Paul is perhaps an exception 
e For believers or would be believers, then God does 
not affect their free will to believe in God 


e Miracles to settle religious issue 
e Eucharistic miracles appear in churches 


e No guarantee that anyone experience a miracle will 
believe in God (so not necessarily just for believers) 


Miracles by God or by Saints 


e Distinguish miracles by God and those by Saints 


e If miracles done by God, people may accuse God that 
He was not fair to give advantage to some to believe 
e Even though some may not believe even with miracles 


e Some miracles are done by Saints and people cannot 
accuse God for being unfair 
° E.g., Blessed virgin Mary appeared to and performed 
miracles for atheists, communists, muslims, etc. so they have 
the advantage to believe in the Christian God but we cannot 
complain God is unfair to us 


Miracles approved by churches 


Some miracles are approved by religious organizations like the 
Catholic church 


Is the Catholic church pro-miracle to entice people to believe in God? 


The Catholic church is cautious about approving miracles as authentic 
because 


e Their reputation is at stake (if the miracles were found to be of natural 
causes! 


e They are concerned the miracles are of demonic origin 
e They are concerned whether the miracles are consistent with their 
preaching of God 


The church may take years or decades to approve miracles as 
authentic 


Some Catholic priests may be against the miracles and the church 
may have internal arguments whether the miracles are true! 


Most Marian apparitions are considered to be negative or 
unverifiable by the Catholic church! 


e The default position of the Catholic church is not to endorse the miracles? 


Are miracles magic? 


e Since the church looked into the miracles, they are 
unlikely to be magic by a magician 


e Unlike magic, the people involved are not skilled in 
deception 


e Unlike magic, the miracles re-appear several times over 
a span of hundreds of years and may be thousand of 
years! 


e Unlike magic, some miracles are being investigated 
scientifically (e.g., using a microscope) 


e Unlike magic, the miracles have religious significance 


e Unlike magic, miracles may leave evidence for us to 
investigate for years 


What miracles are there? 


e There are actually many miracles after the New 
Testament was compiled 


e We have to consider miracle types/classes/groups 


e Apart from the Shroud of Turin and the Bible, the 
miracle type consists of a series of similar miracles 


e So, this series of similar miracles of the same type is 
not considered to be independent, and the probability 
of the miracle type given the evidence type is the 
maximum of the assigned subjective probability of the 
individual miracle given the evidence 


e Since the maximum is taken, we just consider the 
miracle that we are most convinced and assign the 
probability to the miracle type 


What miracles? 


e We do not claim that the miracles we consider are 
exhaustive 


e The miracle types or evidence types we consider are: 
E,: Shroud of Turin 
E,: Eucharistic miracles 
E,: Marian apparitions 
E,: Incorruptible corpses 

e E.: Weeping statues 
Es 
E7 
Es 
Eg 


: Stigmata 

: Liquify blood 

: Miraculous cures 

: Bible (as Testimonies) 


E,: Shroud of Turin 


e A piece of linen cloth that bears an image of a 
crucified man 


e The negative of a photographic image 


Image Removed due to Copyright Issue 


E,: Shroud of Turin (Cont. ) 


e The image is not formed by 


painting 

e Examined under the 
microscope, the fibers Raeeinenioved cuede 
appeared to be tanned Copyright Issue 


e The image on the shroud can 
be shown to have 3D quality 
using the VP-8 analyzer ===> 

e 3D quality cannot be produced 
by a photograph 


E,: Shroud of Turin (Cont. ) 


e How was the image formed? 


e People tried to simulate how the image can be formed 
ona piece of linen but most failed 

e One group showed how this could be done with a 
sample with some tanned effects by shining ultra-violet 
light but the power of the ultra-violet light to produce 
the image cannot be produced by current technology 

e There is no directionality in the image 
e Suggesting the light comes from the body 


e The image is actually a moving image 


e Stroboscopic effects (moving fingers) suggest that the 
person is alive! 


E,: Shroud of Turin (Cont. ) 


e What about the carbon dating? 
e Suggested the shroud was medieval time (1200-1300) 


e Samples of the carbon dating were taken from a corner 
of the shroud 


e The corner was repaired by weaving cotton to the 
shroud 


e Therefore, it registered recent times 


e Examination under microscopes show traces of cotton 
inter-weaved with linen 


e Also, recent exposure of the carbon dating data shows 
that the result is heterogeneous so that we cannot 
conclude that it is only medieval time 


E,: Shroud of Turin (Cont. ) 


e How do we know that the image is Jesus of Nazareth? 


e There is a relic called the Sudarium of Oviedo 
e A small piece of cloth that wrapped around the head of Jesus 
Christ after his death 
e The historical traces of the Sudarium were well 
documented 
e Blood type on Sudarium of Oviedo is AB and so is that 
on the Shroud of Turin 
e Researchers mapped the geometric points of the face 
of Jesus Christ on the Sudarium to those of the image 
on the Shroud of Turin and found they correspond 
e Particularly, the blood stain (epsilon trace) on the forehead 


E,: Shroud of Turin (Cont.) 


e There are other evidence that we have not covered 
° E.g., pollen, dirt, details of crucifixion, etc. 


e The history of the (implied) Shroud can be traced back 
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ (in some Apocryphal 
Gospels) instead of 1200s 


e We do not need to categorically believe that the 
Shroud of Turin is the authentic cloth that wrapped 
Jesus Christ 


e Just assign a subjective probability, like not so confident 
bracket, say p(M1 | E1) = 0.65 for me 


e Is this related to H1? 
e If the shroud is authentic, then it suggests that Jesus Christ 
has been resurrected (alive) and that there was a miracle 
(ultra-violet light) so that it supports what is in the Bible 


F,: Eucharistic Miracles 


e The last supper: 
e Anew covenant to forgive sin 


e The Eucharist: the bread as the flesh of Jesus Christ 
and wine as the blood of Jesus Christ 
e Take the Eucharist to wash away our sin 


e Eucharistic miracles are miracles related to the 
Eucharist 


e Turning bread into flesh, wine into blood, bread 
suspended in mid air, an impression of Jesus Christ or 
the Blessed Virgin Mary on the bread, etc. 


E,: Eucharistic Miracles (Cont. ) 


e Look at two cases that have been 
scientifically studied 


e /00+AD 


A monk has doubts about the Eucharist 


After consecration, bread turned into flesh 
and wine turned in blood 


Pronounced by the Catholic church as 
authentic 


Able to keep the bread/flesh to present day 
Italian scientist investigated the bread/flesh in 
1970s 

Blood type found to be AB (the same as 
Shroud of Turin and Sudarium of Oviedo) 
Material found to be cardiac tissue (human 
heart tissue) 

The flesh is so thin that it looks like being cut 
by a machine nowadays! 


Image Removed due to 
Copyright Issue 


E,: Eucharistic Miracles (Cont. ) 


e May not believe since the 
bread/flesh lasted over a thousand 
years! 

e Another case in 1996AD in 
Argentina 


Bread discarded and left behind the 
candle holder, not consumed 


Discovered and proceed according to 
church procedure to put the host ina 
bowl of water and the bowl is locked 
up for a week in the tabernacle 


After a week, the host turned red with 
lumps of flesh 


Archbishop at the time (Pope Francis 
now) ordered a scientific investigation 
to be documented by a lawyer 
(Reason to Believe website) and a 
journalist (a skeptic who turned into a 
catholic) 


Image Removed due to 
Copyright Issue 


E,: Eucharistic Miracles (Cont. ) 


Lawyer and journalist found a heart surgeon specialist in New York to 
Investigate 


But the scientist is a Catholic so he was not told what the material is 
before and during the investigation 


The scientist identified the material is human cardiac tissue in the left 
ventricle 
e Removing such tissue can cause death 


The blood is of type AB (similar to the others) 


Also, found live white blood cells but usually they cannot last more 
than two days outside the body 


Some doubt and explained that the red stain is produced by a fungi 
put anger microscope examination, the flesh was found to grow from 
the host 


Youtube video available: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=bd16tBRbLXw 


E,: Eucharistic Miracles (Cont. ) 


e By the lawyer who documented the Eucharistic 
miracle in 1996AD, he produced another youtube 
video showing multiple evidence including Eucharistic 
miracle is here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch ev=jimATObXhZM 


e And there were hundreds of Eucharistic miracles (see 
a list from Carlo Acutis in Wikipedia on Eucharsitic 
miracle), many approved by the Catholic church 


Time Piace [county 


8th Century Lanciano Italy Monk had doubts about transubstantiation 


199 | Buenos Aires* Argentina Overseen by Archbishop Bergoglio 
2008 Sokolka Poland Placed the host in a container of water 


Augsburg Germany Used wax to seal host but turned to flesh 


44 


E,: Eucharistic Miracles (Cont. ) 


e Would you believe categorically that there are 
miracles that implicate the Christian God? 


e If not, we have to assign a subjective probability 
like before 


e My subjective probability is in the Reasonably 
Confident category but | am very conservative and 
assigned only 0.7 to p(M2 | E2) 


e Is this related to H1? 
e The Eucharist directly relates to the last supper of Jesus 
Christ, which is documented in the Bible 
e This relates to the forgiveness of sin by the flesh of Jesus 
Christ, which we ingest to form a union with Christ! 


Ea: 


Marian Apparition (828/28 a2) 


e Marian apparition is a or a series of supernatural 
appearances) of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Mother of Jesus 
rist 


e The 


re are many Marian apparitions 
See Wikipedia on List of Marian apparitions 


e Many have been recognized as authentic by the Catholic 


chu 
chu 


e The 
app 


sot but many more have no recognition by the Catholic 
rc 


Catholic church used the following to approve Marian 
aritions: 


“There must be moral certainty, or at least great probability, that something miraculous has 
occurred, something that cannot be explained by natural cause, or by deliberate fakery; 
The person or persons who claim to have had the private revelation must be mentally 
sound, honest, sincere, of upright conduct, and obedient to ecclesiastical authority; 

The content of the revelation or message must be theologically acceptable, morally sound 
and free of error; 

The apparition must yield positive and continuing spiritual assets: for example, prayer, 
conversion, and increase of charity.” 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


e Marian apparitions may only appear to the seer 
e Other people may not see the Blessed Virgin Mary 
e How can we know that the seer is seeing the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
e Usually, the Marian apparitions are accompanied by 


other miracles which have evidence to support the 
case 


e We pick two strong cases of Marian apparitions to 
help us to formulate our subjective probability 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 
e Case 1 happened in 1531 in Mexico which has led to the 
mass conversion of Indians or Aztec to Christianity 


e At the time, the Spanish has conquered Aztec Indians in 
Mexico 


e A few Aztec Indians were converted to Christianity 


e Juan Deigo, a converted indian of the Catholic faith, saw the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on 9t December 1531 


e The Blessed Virgin Mary asked Juan Deigo to build a church 
at the location of the apparition 


e He told this to the local bishop who did not believe his story 


° e aig not go to the apparition site because his uncle was 
SiC 


e The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him again and he 
explained that his uncle was sick and the local bishop did 
not believe him 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


e The Blessed Virgin Mary imprinted an image of her 
on Juan Diego’s cloak (tilma) and he collected some 
roses which should not appear at that time of year 


e The Blessed Virgin Mary also appeared to Juan 
Diego’s uncle who was then recovered 


e Juan Diego showed the roses and the cloak to the 
bishop who then believed Juan Diego 


e The cloak is on display at the Bascilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Mexico City now 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


The apparition was 500 years ago, how can we 
believe it now? 


The cloak or tilma is our evidence of a miracle > 


Cloak was made of material that decays in 15 to 
20 years but the Juan Diego’s cloak lasted over 
500 years! 


On 14th Nov 1921, a communist tried to destroy 
the cloak using dynamite but failed (the 
explosion bent the brass crucifix but the cloak 
was untouched) 


First 115 years, the cloak was kept outside but 
the cloak was untouched 


In 1785, a scientist accidentally spilt nitrate acid 
on the image of the cloak but the image was not 
defaced 


In the 20t" century, a noble prize winner wanted 
to determine the chemical compositions of the 
pigments on the image but the pigments were 
not composed of any known animal, mineral or 
synthetic material 


Image Removed due 
to Copyright Issue 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


Optomologists examined the eyes of the image 
on the cloak and found the reflections on the 
eye follow that of a spherical eye 


Examined under a microscope, the eye 
reflections contain a detailed picture of 13 
figures depicting the scene when Juan Diego 
showed the cloak and roses to the bishop 


A NASA scientist studied the image with Image Removed due to 
infrared rays and found that there is no trace Copyright Issue 

of paint (and no brush strokes) and the cloak is 

not treated with any technique to preserve the 

material 


The scientist also discovered that the colour 
on the cloak el ce depending on the 
epee similar to some animal (e.g., 
peacock) 


And there are more; see youtube video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=KEhjwCsD 
Dsc 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


e Is there more recent apparitions so 
that we may believe? 


e Case 2: In 1917, there was a series of 
Marian apparitions appearing six times 
to three shepherd children in Fatima, 
Image Removed due 
Po rtugal to Copyright Issue 


e The Blessed Virgin Mary told the 
children that there would be a miracle 


e The children told this to others and a 
crowd of people (over 70,000) 
appeared ona plain on 13t October 
1917 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


The miracle of the sun occurred on 13th 
October 1917, lasting about 10 minutes 


Testimonies in Fatima about the 
“dancing sun” miracle told that the sun 
appeared to move towards the earth 
and people knelt down to pray against 
any disaster 


This is different from a similar “dancing 
sun” meterological phenomenon that 
scientists now suggested was the 
explanation of the miracle 
e But the miracle or phenomenon was 
foretold, which is why there was a large 
crowd 


Photograph taken then showed that 
there were two light sources where the 
dancing sun was at 30+ degrees rather 
than the expected 42 degrees, showing 
that there was a miracle 


Image Removed due to 
Copyright Issue 


70,000 Witnesses? 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


e Some Christians doubted that the apparition was due to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and were more in favour that it 
was a demonic deception 

e One reason is that earlier on the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared 
to be wearing a skirt showing her knees which were thought to 
be indiscrete and unlikely for the Blessed Virgin Mary even 
though she appeared with her long dress in later apparitions 


e The other reason is that the Blessed Virgin Mary told the children 
to devote to her immaculate heart which some Christians 
thought is not consistent with the teaching of Christ 


e Even if it is a demonic deception, that would point to the 
existence of spirits and relations to Jesus Christ 


e The Blessed Virgin Mary told the children that she comes 
from heaven and she is Our Lady of the Rosary (one of the 
titles of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 


E.: Marian Apparition (Cont.) 


e There are more recent Marian apparitions nowadays. 
However, as it takes time to approve the apparitions by 
the Catholic church, the apparitions have not been 
approved 


e Do you categorically believe the Son of God hypothesis? 
° If not, we need to assign subjective probabilities 


e | am reasonably confident about the Marian apparitions 
so my probability, p(M3|E3), is 0.7 


e The Marian apparitions are related to Jesus Christ since 
the Blessed Virgin Mary is Jesus Christ’s mother 
e A title of the Blessed Virgin Mary is Mother of God 
e Another title is the Spouse of the Holy Spirit 


E,: Incorruptible Corpses 


Image Removed due to Copyright Issue 


e Incorruptible corpses are usually the bodies of saints or 
bishops of the Catholic church or East orthodox church 


e They are not completely incorruptible. Rather many of 
them decompose much slower than natural causes 


e The corpses may be incorruptible for 100s or 1000s of 
years! 

e There are a number of incorruptible corpses (20s?) 

e You can visit places where the incorruptible corpses are 


on display (so there are evidence to support the 
miracles) 


E,: Incorruptible Corpses (Cont.) 


e People found that certain soil conditions or lack of 
oxygen would favour incorruptible corpses 


e However, since there are so many incorruptible 
corpses, it is unlikely that every corpse is under 
favourable soil conditions or lack of oxygen and 
some are on display 


e One may caution some incorruptible corpses are 
treated with wax to prevent decay but usually the 
treatment is done many years after the corpses are 
exhumed so that incorruptibility is not due to the 
Wax treatment 


E,: Incorruptible Corpses (Cont.) 


e A case of incorruptible corpse is Saint Francis Xavier 


e In 1552, his religious brothers declared his corpse as 
incorruptible three months after his burial in December 


e The body was shipped to Goa in India from Shangchuan 
island in China 


e A series of medical examination of the corpse was carried 
out in 1554, 1614, 1782, 1859 and 1952 


e In 1614, Xavier’s body was returned to the autopsy table, as 
part of his formal canonization proceedings 


e In this case, his right arm was amputated because he used 
this arm to confer many baptism when he was alive 


e Vatican wants to confirm his body is incorruptible which is in Goa, 
India instead of the Vatican 


E,: Incorruptible Corpses (Cont.) 


e According to Gupta (2010) about the amputation which 
took place around 100 years after Xavier’s death, there 
was “evidence of blood flowing in abundance” and 
some attested “the blood that stained the iron blade 


that was used to cut his arm off” 


e The incorruptibility of the corpse was established and 


the arm was sent to the Vatican 


e The body of Xavier is still in Goa and there is procession 
of the body as can be viewed on the Internet 


e Other incorruptible corpses include: 


1272 Saint Zita San Frediano 
1457 Saint Rita 


1552 e| Saint Francis Xavier* 
1876 Saint Catherine Labouré 


Lucca, Tuscany 


Cascia, Umbria 


Goa 


Paris 


Italy 
Italy 


India 


France 
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E.: Weeping Statues 


e Statues that have been claimed to shed tears, blood, 


oil or scented liquids or weeping by supernatural 
means 


e Many of them are treated as hoaxes because skeptics 
think that it is relatively easy to fake weeping statues 


e There are still many cases some of which are 
approved 


Year | Place | Country | Remarks 


ECEN Syracuse, Sicily Italy Human tears approved by local bishops 
‘yee Akita* Japan Weeping statue of the Virgin Mary 
BIHI Rockingham Australia Wept scented tears, apparitions, accepted 
Hobbs, New Mexico USA Weeping tears of Sacred Chrism. Under 
investigation 
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E.: Weeping Statues (Cont.) 


A notable example of weeping 
statue is associated with claims of 
Marian apparition of Our Lady of 
Akita in Japan 


The case stands out because the 
entire nation of Japan was able to 
view the statue of the Virgin Mary 
shed tears on Japanese national 
television in 1970s 

e You can see tear drops flowing from 

the wooden statue 
° See 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CA 
OFe1p26x 


Marian apparition of the Our Lady 
of Akita was approved by the local 
ordinary 


Image Removed due to 
Copyright Issue 


E.: Weeping Statues (Cont.) 


Another notable example is the weeping 
statue of Cochabamba in Bolivia since 1995 


A lawyer, Ron Tesoriero, has documented 
and filmed the weeping statue while it 
bleeds as well 


A skeptic journalist with the lawyer filmed a 
documentary including this weeping statue 
in 7News 


The statue was put through some scanning 
device (e.g., MRI) looking for any fraud but 
found none 


See Fox news: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWmdXx 


qihjSs 


Image Removed due to 


Copyright Issue 
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E.: Weeping Statues (Cont.) 


e Since there are more than one film that show 
statues shed tears or blood (plus being examined 
by MRI for fraud), | am inclined to lean towards 
believing although | am not far from don’t know, so 
| assign a subjective probability of 0.55 for p(M5 | 


E5) 
e Is the weeping statues related to H1? 


e Since the statues are Jesus Christ or the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, they are related to H1 


E.: stigmata 


e Stigmata are signs of bodily wounds, scars and pain 
in places corresponding to the crucifixion wounds 
of Jesus Christ (e.g., hands, wrists and feet). 


e These signs may appear for a certain time and gone 


afterwards 


e One of the earliest case was Saint Francis of Assisi 


eo Saint Francis of Assisi 
1926 | Mariam Thresia Chiramel 
1968 Saint Padre Pio 

199 | Catalina Rivas* 


Assisi 


Puthenchira 


Pietrelcina 


Cochabamba 


Italy 


India 


Italy 


Bolivia 
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E<: Stigmata (Cont.) 


e Saint Padre Pio of Pietrelcina in 
Italy has stigmata for over 50 
years 


e These stigmata were studied 
by several 20t century 
physicia NS Image Removed due to 


e Observations were reportedas 9 “Pen issue 
inexplicable and the wounds 
did not get infected 


e Since these wounds come and 
go, they are unlikely due to 
leprosy, trachoma or quartan 
malaria 


E.: Stigmata (Cont.) 


e Another notable example is Catalina 
Rivas 


e In 1999, Fox News TV went to film the 
stigmata of Rivas 


However, the TV crew were told that 

the stigmata will not happen on their 

date instead it would appear in a future 

date (as Rivas said that Jesus Christ told Image Removed due to 


her) Copyright Issue 
Later on the appointed date, the 


stigmata appeared and they were 
filmed 


The next day, the wounds recovered 
and the journalist thought that that was 
hard to believe 


See Stigmata Catalina Rivas from Bolivia 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OO- Y F3v30mU 


E.: Stigmata (Cont.) 


e Do you believe a miracle happened? 


e Probably not? So we need to assign our subjective 
probability 

e But we lean towards more on believe than don’t 
know as there is a documentary film about them 

e My subjective probability is 0.55 for p(M6|E6) 


e Is stigmata related to H1? 


e The stigmata is supposed to be crucifixion wounds 
corresponding to those of Jesus Christ, so it is related 


E-: Liquify Blood 


e Saint Januarius was Bishop of Benvento who died because of his 
religious belief during the great persecution which ended with 
Dioceltian’s retirement in 305AD 


e He is the patron saint of Naples and the faithful gathers three 
times a year in Naples Cathedral to witness the liquefaction of 
blood which is thought be a sample in a sealed glass ampoule 


It was thought that a woman named Eusebia saved his blood 
after the saint’s death 


The first certain date that the blood melt is in 1389 
Over the years the blood solidified and melt 


Ee] Unknown Naples First liquefied blood reported 
1848 Pope Pius IX Naples Liquefied blood 


Pope Francis Naples Half liquefied blood 


Unknown Naples Liquefied blood 
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E-: Liquity Blood (Cont.) 


The feast of Saint Januarius is celebrated on 19 
September and on 21 April 


Three days in a year people assemble to witness 
the event for liquefaction of blood in Naples 
Cathedral 


Scientific investigations of the blood were carried 
out 


One of them is a spectroscopic analysis done in 

1902 by Gennaro Sperindeo who claimed that 

the spectrum was consistent with haemoglobin 

and another investigation in 1989 has a similar Image Removed due to 


conclusion Copyright Issue 


However, the reliability of these investigations 
has been questioned 


Nevertheless, while clotted blood can be ~ 
liquefied by stirring, the resulting suspension 
cannot be solidified or clot again 


Note that the liquification does not just happen 
only in summer 


See 
http://www.youtube.com/watch Pv=8rlYbBJBinA 


E-: Liquity Blood (Cont. ) 


Another notable example is the sl ee of 
Saint Lawrence (or Saint Lorenzo) blood that 
can solidify and melt over time 


The blood is Pana in Blessed Virgin 
Mary’s church and the relic consists of blood 
mixed with fat, cinders and a fragment of skin 


Dr Clinio Silvetri (1849-1900) studied the relic 
for about 30 years 


During the phase of liquefaction, it is easier to 
observe various elements that constitute it 


The blood liquifies on the 10 August, the feast 
day of Saint Lawrence 


According to Fr Italo Cardarilli, the 
phenomenon has been taking place since 
1600s and the church housed the relic from 
1177 


Image Removed due to 
Copyright Issue 


E-: Liquity Blood (Cont.) 


e Is there a miracle? 


e Probably no? We need to assign a subjective 
probability 


e | am near don’t know, leaning towards believe since 
there are evidence 


e So, our subjective probability is 0.55 for p(M7|E7) 
e Is blood liquefaction related to H1 


e Yes, because it is the blood of Saints of the Catholic 
Church or the East Orthodox Church 


E.: Miraculous Cures 


e There are many miraculous cures in the Bible. Can 
we believe them because their testimonies were 
reported over 2000 years ago! 


e One notable positive case is the miraculous cures 
by drinking spring water at Lourdes from 1858 
when Bernadette Soubirous experienced Marian 
apparitions then 


e She was told to dig the ground at or near the grotto 
by the Blessed Virgin Mary on 25 February 1858 


e The next day clear water flowed and became the 
spring water that has since reported miraculous 
cures at Lourdes 


E.: Miraculous Cures (Cont. ) 


e An international medical committee is set up to 
examine the cures that are inexplicable by current 
scientific knowledge 


e To be recognized as medically inexplicable, the 
following needs to be established 

The diagnosis before cure must be confirmed beyond doubt 

The diagnosis must be considered incurable by current means 

The cure must be associated with a visit to Lourdes 

The cure must be immediate 

The cure must be complete 

The cure must be permanent 

e It is clear that many cures after drinking the spring 


water will not be counted as many Lourdes visitors 
have taken medication before the visit 


E.: Miraculous Cures (Cont. ) 


From 1858 to 2018, the committee has recognized 70 inexplicable cures by the 
spring water at Lourdes out of about 7,500 reported inexplicable healings 


The recognized cures are then passed on to the church to decide whether the 
cure is miraculous 


An investigation whether the cure is miraculous usually takes many years or 
decades because all scientific explanations need to be exhausted 


The recognized miraculous cures may accompany with supernatural experience 
like hearing voices that command the cure 


See 60 minutes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaG7mesmdH4 


Bross, L. Tuberculosis with multiple Alive and well in 1983 
fistulae 

Fournier, Y. Post-traumatic syndrome of Alive and well in 1983 
Leriche 


1976 Micheli, V. Sarcoma of pelvis Alive and well in 1983 


1978 Perrin, S. Recurring organic hemiplegia Alive and well in 1983 
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E.: Miraculous Cures (Cont. ) 


Skeptics are concerned whether the rate of recognized 
inexplicable cures is higher than the base rate of miraculous cures 
at other places 


e This is known as the base rate fallacy 
As statistics are generally unavailable for the rate of the 


inexplicable cures in other places, comparison of rates is almost 
impossible 


e And inexplicable cases in other place can be due to Jesus Christ as well 
not entirely random events or not due to placebo effects! 
Also, do we compare with 70 cases or 7,500 cases? 


These cases may be accompanied by supernatural experience 
instead of just the cures 


Testing by statistics: 
e Null hypothesis: cure by chance is believed to be 0.5 
e Believing 70 cases are random would be 0.5”° which is a very small 
number 


Placebo effects: but cures are immediate, complete and 
permanent according to the criteria of the committee 


E.: Miraculous Cures (Cont. ) 


e Are there miraculous cures? 
e Probably yes for me, so | am reasonably confident 
e | assign a subjective probability of 0.7 for p(M8|E8) 


e Note that 0.7 is the lower bound of the reasonably 
confident category, so | am fairly conservative 
e Are these related to H1? 


e Yes, because the spring water was related to the 
Marian apparition in which the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared, who is the mother of Jesus Christ 


E,: Bible 


e In the New Testament, many disciples provided 
testimonies of Jesus Christ who have performed many 


miracles 


e Believing those miracles in ancient time is difficult 
e Because the Bible is not written as a modern historical text 
but rather more as a theological text 
e The testimonies were 2,000 years ago; would they be 
reliable? 
e The Bible has been copied and may have been tempered with 


e Do we need to believe all the miracles that Jesus Christ 
did? 

e Since believing in one miracle would implicate H1, we 
just select a convincing case to consider out of all the 
events in the Bible 


E,: Bible (Cont.) 


e If we select a case involving Jesus Christ, skeptics would 
be unlikely to believe 


e We select Saint Paul instead 
e Who has written the Saint Paul’s letters, so that nobody 
would doubt that he is a historical figure 


e Saint Paul’s conversion to Christianity is an 
extraordinary example of witness of God’s message 


e Before the conversion, Saint Paul was Saul who was a 
Pharisee persecuting Christians 


e Saul witnessed the death of Saint Stephen who was 
stoned to death 

e Saul’s belief that Jesus Christ is not the Messiah was 
very firm 


E,: Bible (Cont.) 


ou was on the way to Damascus to persecute Christians 
there 


a Pe way, Saul has a vision of Jesus Christ who blinded 
au 


He was told by Jesus Christ to find a Christian who later 
healed the blindness of Saul 


Saul then started to query whether Jesus Christ was the 
Messiah 


He checked the Torah or the Old Testaments which has 
many prophesies about the Messiah 


He was converted to Christianity and preached it instead of 
persecuting Christians! 


This is recorded in Acts of the New Testament 


E,: Bible (Cont.) 


e Some has suggested that Saint Paul was schizophrenic 
suffering the thorns in the flesh 


e However, this may have been due to his vision of Jesus 
Christ as he was blinded when he was on the way to 
Damascus 


e There is no record before the vision that Saul was 
schizophrenic and had any vision before the blinding 
incident 


e Therefore, | do not believe that the blinding incident was 
due to Paul being schizophrenic and the belief was 
completely contrary to his belief as a Pharisee 


e Also, Saint Paul was martyred because of his belief in 
Jesus Christ which is contrary to his earlier belief as a 
Pharisee 


Another Case 


e James was the (half) brother of Jesus 


e Before the resurrection, James was a well known 
skeptic of Jesus 


e However after the resurrection, James was 
confident about Jesus risen again and was 
preaching the Gospel 


e Later, James was killed for his religious beliefs 


E,: Bible (Cont.) 


e Was there a miracle? 

e | personally think that there was, so I am inclined to 
be reasonably confident that there was a miracle. 
Otherwise, Paul would not change his belief from 
being a Pharisee to be a Christian, similarly for James 


e Therefore, | assign a subjective probability of 0.7 for 
p(M9|E9) 
e Is the incident related to H1? 


e Yes, the incident was Paul had a vision of Jesus Christ 
who did a miracle to blind Paul (and Jesus after the 
resurrection appeared to James) 


Summary for the Evidence 


e The following table is a summary 


e All the subjective probabilities are assigned that are more than 0.5 
because the strong se el eas of cases push me to believe 
although all of them are less than 75% 


e To calculate the ees probability, we need to compute p(not Mi] Ei) 
which is just 1 — p(Mi | E 


Aspect or Case po(M., |E; 


Shroud of Image Formation Not so confident 
P| Turin 
a Eucharistic 1996 Independent Reasonably 0.7 0.3 
Miracles Monitoring confident 
a Marian Fatima Miracle of the Reasonably 0.7 0.3 
Apparitions Sun confident 
i Incorruptible St. Francis Xavier’s case Reasonably 0.7 0.3 
Corpse confident 
Weeping Live Televised Show Leaning towards 0.55 0.45 
Statue miracle happened 
Stigmata Documentary Film Leaning towards 0.55 0.45 
miracle happened 
Liquify Blood Spectroscopic Analysis Leaning towards 0.55 0.45 
miracle happened 
a Miracle Cures Lourdes Medical Reasonably 0.7 0.3 
Committee confident 
a Bible Paul’s Conversion and Reasonably 0.7 0.3 
Death confident 83 


Summary of Miracles Related to Jesus 
Christ (and not to other religions) 


1) Shroud of Turin 


Eucharistic Miracles 


Marian Apparitions 


Incorruptible Corpse 


Weeping Statue 


Stigmata 


y/ Liquify Blood 


Miraculous Cures 


Bible 


AB Blood Type (Consistent with Sudarium); 
Correspondence of the geometric points of 
Jesus Christ face on the Sudarium with those 
on the Shroud; 

Moving images of crucified person relating to 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ after crucifixion 
AB Blood Type (Consistent with Sudarium); 
Happens after the host is consecrated; 
Happens in or after the Eucharist 

Tilma of the Blessed Virgin Mary who is the 
Mother of Jesus Christ; 

The miracle of the sun was under the control of 
the figure of the apparition who identified 
herself as the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Corpse of Saints of the Church relating to Jesus 
Christ 

AB Blood Type (Consistent with Sudarium); 
Tears or Blood from statues of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary or Jesus Christ 

Wounds similar to those descriptions of the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ 

Saints relating to the Church and therefore 
Jesus Christ 


Visit to Lourdes, drinking holy spring water 
relating to the Blessed Virgin Mary; 

Testimony of Personal Spiritual Experience; 
Testimony of Vision of Jesus Christ 


Evidence relating miracles to Jesus Christ Religious message relating to Jesus Christ 


The horrific suffering of the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ 


In the New Testament, Jesus Christ said that 
the bread is His Body and the wine is His 
Blood 

The seer was asked to build a church relating 
to Jesus Christ or the Blessed Virgin Mary; 

The seers were told by the figure of the 
apparition that she was the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 

The Saints were awarded holy death by Jesus 
Christ or the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Expressing suffering and sadness to those 
who do not believe in Jesus Christ 


Communicating the pain and anxiety of the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ 

Recurring miracles of the Saints to remind us 
about their suffering as they were killed 
because of their beliefs in Jesus Christ 
Expressing Jesus Christ compassion to human 
suffering by curing people 


Preventing Saul from Persecuting Christians 
who believed in Jesus Christ 
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Calibrating p(HO) 


e Recall the formula to compute: 
e p(HO|E1 sE2,.. „En) = p(not M1|E1)p(not M2|E2) x...x p(not Mn |En) 
/ p(HO)"* 
e We already know p(not Mi|Ei) and n = 9 for 9 classes of 
evidence/miracle types, so we need to determine p(HO) 


e p(HO) is the prior probability that none of the miracles are 
true without any evidence 
e which should be near 1.0 say 0.9 between the de facto category 
and the confident category 
e Alternatively, we can set p(HO) such that p(HO|E1,...,En) = 
0.95 when p(not Mi] Ei) is 0.5 for all i 
e In which case, p(HO) is 0.667 that is in the not so confident 
category! 
e A final proposal is that we set p(HO) to 0.5 (i.e., we do not 
know) but that should be the lower bound of p(HO) 


What is the combined probability? 


e For scientific hypothesis testing, 95% confidence level is used so the 
probability threshold is set at 0.05 


e We tried all the different p(HO) that we proposed and all the 
conditional probabilities are less than 0.05 


e So, we reject HO and accept H1 
e We accept Jesus Christ is the Son of God and so there is God 
e p(H1|E,,...,E,) = 1— p(HO|E,,...,E,) >= 98% for our possible p(HO)s 
° So, p(H1]E,,...,E,) is in the De Facto Category 
e The probability, p(HO|E,,...,E,), is a recommended probability if we 
update the probability according to Bayse rule and we make the 
assumptions that we propose 


e While we are not very certain individually about the miracles being 
true, we are more certain about H1 for the combined result 


Verbal Scale of p(HO) | p(HO) | e(HO LE) | 95% Confidence 
0.9 0.00018 Reject HO 
0.667 0.001986 Reject HO 
0.5 0.01984 Reject HO 
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Repeatability of Miracles Happenings ? 


e Sample every 100 years, there are some miracles that we have mentioned for the last, about 1000 years 
e Before 1100s, documentary evidence was not very good and we run out of space to show all of them 
e The miracle occurrences appear to repeat over 100 year periods 


e The miracles reporting here are not exhaustive, e.g., liquify blood E}. See http://www.miraclehunter.com 
(M) for more miracles not indicated here (credible? But some may have sources) 


e Do we expect miracles to repeatedly happen sometime, somewhere every 100 years? 


1100s a 1300s | 1400s |1500s |1600s |1700s |1800s | 1900s en 


X X X X X X X X XSF X 
M X M M X X X X XS XF 
M X X X X M X X MS XF 
X XSF X 

X M M M XSF 
X X X XS XF 
X XS XF 


Key: X for noted during this study or from Wikipedia; M for Miracle Hunter; S for Scientifically Investigated; F for Filmed; 87 


What is the Implication? 


Do we believe whole heartedly or half-heartedly if we follow the 
recommendation? 


We believe whole heartedly with a small probability that our belief 
can be wrong 


You can not believe since the probability is a recommendation 
You can believe but don’t want to be a Christian 


If you don’t want to be a Christian or you don’t believe but it is 
true, then you would be send to Hell for eternity 


Is Hell just a separation from God? 


For some Marian apparitions, the Blessed Virgin Mary had taken 
children seers to witness Hell and they were terrified. So, Hell is 
not a nice place where the presence of God is not felt 


Also, evil spirits like Satan, devils and demons are banished to Hell 
as well, and they do not like humans because humans are created 
in God's image. So, they are expected to enslave or torture human 
beings there 


What to do now? 


Something that you should know: 
e | am nota baptized Christian 


° So, | do not come under any religious denomination (e.g., Catholic, Protestant, 
East Orthodox, Coptic, etc.) 


e | just search for the information and make my own judgement 


So, you do not need to trust me 
e Don’t trust me because you are lazy 


Investigate yourself whether to believe or not 

e You can consider the top-down approach as well... 

e There are Youtube videos which try to throw questions over these miracles as 
true (see Kevin Nontradicath) but these are based ona questionable _ 
methodology: The presenter hand picked some evidence that they considered 
strong or common and tried to show that they are questionable and conclude 
the miracles are unbelievable or questionable. According to our arguments, to 
show that the existence of these miracles is false, they need to show ALL 


evidence to be unbelievable or questionable unlike universal statements in 
science. 


You make your own judgement (nobody can do this for you) 
If you believe, you should find out how to follow Jesus Christ 


If you do not, hope you are right... Otherwise, | hope you eventually are 
unlike the Pharoh in exodus who choose not to believe in all the miracles 


If you believe, is the following true? 


e Is Allah the same as the Christian God since they are both 
Abrahamic religions? 

e As far as | know, none of the miracles related to H1 mentioned 
Mohammad or the Qu’ran 

e | am unaware of any (investigated) miracles after Mohammad died 
(apart from levitation) 

e Muslims don’t recognize Jesus Christ is God so the Christian God is not 
the same as Allah 

e In 720+AD, the Muslims were attacking the remaining Christians in Spain 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary (Our Lady of Covadonga) helpedthe | 
Christians to drive away the Muslims, so the Blessed Virgin Mary (with 
God’s approval?) took the side of the Christians instead of Muslims 


e Are the Jews after not recognizing Jesus Christ as the Son of God 
worshipping the same Christian God? 
° AE the Christian God is the Holy Trinity where the Son of God is 
O 

e Since Jesus Christ was not o a by those Jews, they are not 
recognized by the Christian Go 

e The religious practice between the time that Jesus Christ was 
resurrected and the destruction of the second temple had lopsided 
outcomes repeatedly for 40 years; this shows that the Jewish God did 
not recognize their requests for the forgiveness of Israel sins 


Still don’t believe? 


e The previous test is based on subjective probabilities; 
what about objective probabilities (based on frequency 
of occurrences)? 


e Do the test based on data from the King James version 
of the Bible 


e Jesus Christ said that He is Aloha and Omega meaning 
He is the beginning and the end 


e Examine the first/last word in the first/last sentence in 
the first/last book (Genesis and Revelation) 


e Remember in Genesis, God created the world in 7 days, 
so “7” represents completeness and perfection like God 


e “777” represents the Holy Trinity (666 is the beast) 


Still don’t believe (Cont.) 


“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”... (Genesis) 
.. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all Amen” 
(Revelation) 


First observation: 17/27 in both first and last sentence with exactly 
ea Note that one “7” and two “7” combined to make three 
S 


Second observation: Take first and last word of the sentences, 
“In...earth” has 7 letters and “The...Amen” has 7 letters 


Third observation: Amen occurred 77 times in the Bible (Capitalized) 


Fourth observation: “In...Amen” occurred 777 times in Genesis and 
Revelation 


Fifth observation: “In...earth...The...Amen” occurred 77,777 times in 
the Bible 


Sixth observation: “God...Jesus” in Genesis and Revelation occurred 
343 times which is 7 times 7 times 7 


There are more, see from the discoverer: 
:‘//www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSl_ 7qOM2fE and 


ttps://www.youtube.com/watch’ 
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Coincidence? 


Let us say that each observation happened by chance with a probability of 0.5 (actually 
some of them are much less than that) 


There are six observations 
So, the probability that all observations occur by chance is 1/2° = 1/64 = 0.0156 


Based on 95% confidence level, we would reject the null hypothesis that the observations 
of the patterns are random (by coincidence) 


Obviously, we have used a very rough model where the probabilities can be much smaller 
than 0.5 and the number of failure of attempts to discover patterns is not counted 


For example, if we run 20 trials and 6 times succeeded and assuming that the discovery 
of 77,777 (the fifth observation) has a probability of 0.1 instead of 0.5, then the 
combined probability is 0.0074 (= 2°C, 1/21? x 0.1) which is still less than 0.05 and we will 
reject the null hypothesis (similarly reject HO for 8, 10, 12 and 14 trials) 


Another random model is that the probability of success is 0.1 and failure is 0.9, then to 
get 6 successes out of 6 to 30 trials, all the combined probabilities are less than 0.05, so 
all of them will reject the null hypothesis 


So, this may help us to believe or to encourage us to find out... 


One more observation recently (Elton anomaly) is the total number of words/numbers 
including chapter headings, etc. in the entire (King James) Bible which has 823,543 = 
7X7X7X7xX7x7x7 words/numbers. 3 


What you need to do to not believe 


e To disbelief about Jesus Christ being the Son of God, you need to: 


Lower your probability of acceptance according to Pascal Wager and in doing so, find 
yourself not believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God; 


You need to disbelieve not some but ALL evidence (not types but cases) for Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God since we are showing his existence as the Son of God and not making a 
universal statement claim; 
e For each evidence (not type but each case) that you are not certain, you need to drill down to 
establish its falsehood probability 
e Note that we selected some evidence to believe and there are more evidence that we have not 
selected but you need to drill down 
e There may be more evidence coming out in the future and you need to establish its falsehood 
probability too 
It follows that it is not enough to show that the Bible is errant or has contradiction in 
some part and claim that Jesus Christ is NOT the Son of God. You have to establish the 
ile oog probability of every part in the Bible that implicates Jesus Christ is the Son of 
oa, 
Some may reweigh the evidence based on looking back on how likely the miracles occur 
without the evidence. That is like based on your belief by the prior probabilities rather 
than the probabilities based on the evidence. If you do that, there is no point to look at 
the evidence to update your probability since you believe the prior probabilities rather 
than the evidence; 


e It is better not to encourage people to disbelieve Christianity if you are not 
certain that Christianity is false because of the Pascal wager argument since if 
Christianity is true even with a minute probability, you would be dragging 
people to hell when you encourage people to disbelieve 


e View cold-case Christianity for how cold-case detectives decide what to believe 


Q&A 


| don’t know the Bible very well... | have only read the 
New Testament twice and | forgot most of it 


Preparing the e-book entitled “From Science to 
Christianity: Hypothesis Testing, Theory, Model, 
Experiment and Practice” 


Related journal papers by me on “Science & 
Christianity in harmony?” and “Sketching a Theology 
based on Historical Science” 


